Expressing probability with modal verbs

	
	Must
90%
	May/
might/
could
60%
	May not

might not 
40%
	Can’t/
Couldn’t
Possibly

10%

	Present/Future Reference
(bare inf)

	He must be at home.
He must like it.

(I’m sure he’ll like it)
	He may be at home.
	He may not be there
	He can’t be at home.

	Present Situation
(Progressive Inf)

Be +Ving
	He must be playing outdoors.
	
	
	He can’t be reading your book.

	Past

(Perfect Inf)

Have + Vp.p.
	He must have finished.
	He may have arrived.
	He might not have come yet.
	He can’t have arrived.

	
	Должно быть
Наверняка

определенно
	Возможно,
Может быть
	М.б. конечно и…, но едва ли
	Не может быть, чтобы…


Your paper is way too good. You can’t have done it yourself. You must have cheated. You may have had cunning papers or you might have asked your neighbor to help you.

Have you ever been engaged into an activity that might indicate that you may not be a person of good character?

He can’t have killed his wife.

He couldn’t kill his wife.

Giving advice
Expressing criticism or regret
	
	Should / shouldn't


	Present/Future Reference

(bare inf)

Verb (base form)
	To give strong advice 

You should read more.
следует

	Present Situation

(Progressive Inf)

Be +Ving
	To give strong advice

You should be reading,

You shouldn’t be talking.

	Past

(Perfect Inf)

Have Vp.p.
	Regret/criticism – 
You should have read (criticism)

I should have read (regret)
Следовало бы


Ought to (it’s a right thing to do) =  should (advice)
You ought to see the doctor.
Have got to = have to - надо
-I really hate to say so, but I’ve got to go.

-Oh no.
	Obligation, necessity

	Must

(internal obligation)
	have to

(external obligation)

	I must do physics.

We must move house.
I must help my friends.


	I have to do physics.

We have to move house.

Вынужден, приходиться
I have to help my friends.

	Strong advice
You must do your homework.

You must be at home at 11.
	Rules
You have to be at home at 11.



	Mustn’t
	Don’t/doesn’t/didn’t have to

	Prohibition = forbidden, not allowed
You mustn’t do this exercise.

	No obligation

You don’t have to do this exercise


Need – necessity
I need to go. I need an orange.
· I don’t need to go.

· I needn’t go.

I needed to go.

· I didn’t need to go. (=it wasn’t necessary)

· I needn’t have gone. (=it wasn’t necessary, but I did go)

 Ought to – должен, to give advice
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